
და
თო

 ტ
ურ

აშ
ვი

ლ
ი

dato turashvili



Rvinis samSoblo – saqarTvelo
daTo turaSvili

redaqtori nino gogalaZe
inglisuri teqstis redaqtori  
qeiTi deivisi
dizaineri ia gabunia
teqnikuri dizaineri giorgi lomsaZe

© bakur sulakauris gamomcemloba, 2020
yvela ufleba daculia.

Sps `bakur sulakauris gamomcemloba~
mis.: daviT aRmaSeneblis 150, Tbilisi 0112
tel.: 291 09 54, 291 11 65
elfosta: info@sulakauri.ge

GEORGIA – THE HOME OF WINE
Dato Turashvili

Editor Katie Davies
Design Ia Gabunia

© Sulakauri Publishing, 2020
All rights reserved.

www.sulakauri.ge

ISBN 978-9941-30-565-8

© ღვინის ქარხანა N1, გვ. 3; © საქართველოს პარლამენტის 
ეროვნული ბიბლიოთეკა, გვ. 121; © საქართველოს ეროვნული 
მუზეუმი, გვ. 48-49; © winandlis mamuli, gv.73;  
© მეღვინეობა ხარება, გვ. 96-97; © გოგა ჩანადირი, გვ. 10-11, 
22, 26-27, 32-33, 42, 50, 56-57, 64-65, 79, 87, 92-93, 95, 101, 102-
103,  104, 105, 114-115, 124-125, 131; © მირიან კილაძე, გვ. 66-67; 
© არჩილ ქიქოძე, გვ. 110; © გიორგი ნათენაძე, გვ. 133-134; 
დანარჩენი ფოტოები: Shutterstock.com

ყდაზე გამოყენებულ ფოტოზე გამოსახულია მიკროსკოპში 
დანახული წითელი ღვინის წვეთი.

© Wine Factory N1, p. 3; © National Parliamentary Library of Georgia p.121; 
© Georgian National Museum, p. 48-49; © Tsinandali Estate, p. 73;  
© Khareba Winery, p. 96-97; © Goga Chanadiri, p. 10-11, 22, 26-27, 32-33, 
42, 50, 56-57, 64-65, 79, 87, 92-93, 95, 101, 102-103,  104, 105, 114-115, 
124-125, 131; © Mirian Kiladze, p. 66-67; © Archil Kikodze, p. 110;  
© Giorgi Natenadze, p. 133-134;  
Other images: Shutterstock.com 

Cover photo: Red wine under a microscope



am wignis gamocemisaTvis gaweuli daxmarebisa da 
TanadgomisaTvis madlobas vuxdiT kompania „bleq si grups“ 

da Tavisuflebis qarxanas.

Special thanks to Black Sea Group and Freedom Factory 
for supporting the publication of this book.
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Rvinis samSoblo CvenTvis, 

qarTvelebisTvis, 

rasakvirvelia, saqarTveloa, 

magram Cveni qveynis 

damoukideblobis aRdgenamde 

es danarCen msoflioSi mxolod 

zogierTma mecnierma da Rvinis 

istoriiT dainteresebulma 

adamianebma icodnen. 

For us, Georgians, the homeland of 
wine is certainly Georgia, but only 
a handful of academics and wine 
connoisseurs knew about it in the world 
before our country regained its lost 
independence. 
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zemoTqmulis mizezi bevria 

(obieqturic da subieqturic), 

magram mTavari mainc 

dapyrobili qveynis susti 

xma da energiaa, ris gamoc im 

danarCenma samyarom patara 

saqarTvelos arsebobis 

Sesaxebac ki araferi icoda.

There are several reasons, both 
subjective and objective, for this, the 
main one being that the voice of an 
occupied country is weak, so the rest 
of the world knew practically nothing 
about Georgia.
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meoce saukunis bolos, 

rogorc ki saqarTvelom kvlav 

daibruna sabWoTa ruseTis mier 

warTmeuli damoukidebloba, 

vazis uZvelesi da unikaluri 

jiSebis aRdgenac daiwyo. 

amitomac axla, ocdameerTe 

saukuneSi, Tavidan gviwevs Cveni 

qveynis wardgena danarCeni 

msofliosTvis, radgan, 

samwuxarod, yvelam rodi icis, 

rom uZvelesi civilizaciisa da 

kulturis qveyana – saqarTvelo 

– Rvinis samSobloc aris. 

Perhaps didn’t even suspect it existed 
at all. At the end of the 20th century, 
as soon as Georgia regained the 
independence taken by Soviet Russia, 
the oldest and most unique kinds of 
grapevine began to be revived. That’s 
why now, in the 21st century we are 
obliged to introduce ourselves to the 
world, because, sadly, not many are 
aware that apart from being a country 
of ancient civilization and culture, 
Georgia is also the homeland of wine. 



es wignic swored im mosazrebis 

mxardaWeraa, romelsac Cven 

viziarebT da agreTve imis 

axsnis mcdeloba, Tu ratom 

gvjera, rom Rvinis samSoblo 

swored saqarTveloa, 

miuxedavad imisa, rom amasTan 

dakavSirebiT mecnierTa 

Sorisac SeiZleba azrTa 

sxvadasxvaoba arsebobdes.

Tumca aravisTvis sakamaTo 

araa, rom saqarTvelo aris 

unikaluri, mravalxmiani, 

polifoniuri musikaluri 

The present book is based on the 
premise supporting that theory, 
something we firmly believe in. Further, 
it is an attempt to explain why we 
believe it is so despite the fact that the 
opinions of experts can differ in this 
regard.



folkloris qveyana; 

saqarTvelo erT-erTi 

uZvelesi qristianuli qveyanaa, 

sadac jer kidev mexuTe 

saukuneSi daiwera pirveli 

literaturuli romani 

qarTul enaze da saqarTvelo 

aris unikaluri kulinariuli 

kulturis qveyanac, magram 

yvelaferi, rasac saukuneebis 

ganmavlobaSi qmnida qarTveli 

xalxi, pirdapir ukavSirdeba 

Rvinis fenomens. 

Nobody argues, however, that Georgia 
is the home of the unique polyphonic 
singing, that it is one of the oldest 
Christian countries where the first novel 
was written in the 5th century in its 
native language or that it is the land of 
a unique culinary culture. Yet, whatever 
the Georgian nation has created over 
the centuries is directly linked to wine.
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It was wine culture that defined our 
architecture, literature and all traits 
of our character: wine shaped our 
traditions and tastes, our freedom 
and love, our life and death. Our life 
starts with wine when our birth is 
welcomed with the first toast. Wine 
accompanies our lives and even 
after death it continues to be part of 
us because one’s name is invariably 
mentioned in toasts, thus immortalized, 

qarTuli Rvinis kulturam 

gansazRvra kidec Cveni 

arqiteqtura, literatura 

da Cveni xasiaTis yvela 

Taviseburebac; Rvinom 

Seqmna Cveni tradiciebic da 

gemovnebac, Tavisuflebac 

da siyvarulic, sikvdilic da 

sicocxlec. 

Cveni sicocxle iwyeba RviniT 

da Cveni dabadeba Cveni pirveli 

sadRegrZeloa, Cveni sicocxle 

savsea RviniT da adamianis 

sicocxle saqarTveloSi sulac 

ar mTavrdeba sikvdiliT, 
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radgan nebismieri adamianis 

gardacvalebis Semdeg am 

qveyanaSi misi sadRegrZelo 

mainc rCeba da misi saxelic 

sadRegrZeloSi agrZelebs 

maradiul sicocxles. 

maradiulobis es qarTuli 

saidumloc, albaT, swored 

maSin gaCnda saqarTveloSi, 

roca qarTvelebis 

winaprebma veluri vazis 

nergi kulturulad aqcies 

da kulturuli vazis 

dabadeba aris kidec qarTuli 

civilizaciis aTvlis wertili.

even if only in toasts. Such a secret 
to immortality must have appeared 
when the ancestors of modern 
Georgians discovered the wild vine 
and domesticated it. The emergence 
of the cultivated grapevine must have 
marked the beginning of the Georgian 
civilization. 
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qalaqi siRnaRi. xedi alaznis velze
Sighnaghi. View of the Alazani Valley
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rasakvirvelia, arsebobs 

ramdenime qveyana da xalxi, 

romelTac CvensaviT vazis 

uZvelesi kultura aqvT da, ra 

Tqma unda, arseboben Rvinis 

sxva tradiciuli qveynebic, 

magram Cveni xalxisa da qveynis 

istoriaSi Rvino yovelTvis 

asrulebda gansakuTrebul 

rols. Rvinis fenomens 

saqarTveloSi yovelTvis 

gansakuTrebuli da gamorCeuli 

funqcia hqonda. albaT yvela 

qveyanas aqvs Tavisi gemo, suni 

da feri. Cveni samSoblos 

suni CemTvis marnis sunia da 

There are certainly other nations with a 
similar ancient culture of domesticated 
grapes as well as other countries 
with rich wine traditions, but wine has 
played an exclusive role in the history 
of our country and its people, serving 
a significant function throughout. Each 
country might be associated with a 
particular taste, smell and colour, 
and for me the taste and smell of my 
homeland is linked with a wine cellar, 
while the colour is that of a vine leaf.
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Cemi samSoblos feri ki vazis 

foTlis feria. 

amitomac mindoda, Cemi 

samSoblos droSas  

heraldikis eniTac eTqva 

mTeli msofliosTvis, rom 

saqarTvelo Rvinis samSobloa 

da amitomac visurvebdi 

Cvens droSaze vazis foTlis 

gamosaxvasac (vizualuradac ki 

warmomidgenia is informacia, 

romelsac aseTi droSa danarCen 

samyaros gadascemda – or zRvas 

Soris mdebare Rvinis samSoblo 

saqarTvelo, romelsac vazis 

foToli gamoxatavs).  

 That’s why I wish our national flag 
featured it, communicating to the rest 
of the world that Georgia is the home 
of wine through heraldic symbolism. It 
is easy to visualize such information: a 
small country between two seas, the 
home of the domesticated vine and 
wine production. 


